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USS Arleigh Burke Association Members and Friends:
First let me apologize for the significant
break in communications. 2014 was an
extremely busy year for me as well as
several of our other Board Members. I
know that a number of you reached out
to me at various points since our last
Destroyerman Newsletter was published in the fall of 2013, and I appreciate your continued interest and commitment to our Association. It is hard
to believe that we are already in the
middle of 2015 with several important
events bearing down upon us – most
notably the Annual Membership Meeting, as well as planning and preparations for Arleigh Burke’s 25th Commissioning Celebration.
As approved at the 3 June 2015 Board
Meeting, rescheduled from 29 May to
accommodate schedules, the Board
established 1930-2030 22 July for the
Annual Membership Meeting. As we
did not have an Annual Membership
Meeting in 2014, this Meeting will
cover two years. This Newsletter
serves as official notification of the Annual Membership Meeting. All members in good standing in 2013 are eligible to participate. I request and encourage all Association Members to
attend the Teleconference to contribute and vote, and the Board welcomes
any other current or former Arleigh

Burke Crewmembers as
well as friends
who are not
Association
Members to
participate in a
nonvoting status. At the
Annual Meeting we will nominate and elect the Association Officers, officially establish the
25th Commissioning Celebration and
Crew Reunion Committee and conduct
other business as appropriate.
One of the provisions in our Association’s Charter is that Officers are not
supposed to serve more than a maximum
of five continuous years in any position.
As your current officers are approaching
that limit, we are looking for individuals
who are willing to make a commitment
to the Association and step forward and
volunteer to be nominated for one of the
key three officer positions: President,
Treasurer and Secretary. Please send me
an email, copy Mark Fortune and Rob
Jobrack, if you are willing to help out
and volunteer to be an Association Officer.
In addition, we are looking for volunteers to participate on the 25th Commissioning Celebration and Crew Reunion
Committee. Help is needed to find the
rest of our former shipmates, as well as
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in planning and supporting the various Reunion Weekend events. The Board is recommending holding the
25th Commissioning Celebration over the Fourth of
July Weekend in 2016 from Friday 1 July through
Monday 4 July, similar to the 20th Commissioning Celebration in 2011. At the 2015 Annual Meeting next
month we will discuss this date as well as proposed activities.
The Association is in good financial position as Rob
Jobrack reports later in this Newsletter. Our taxes
were filed on time in both 2014 and 2015 for the years
2013 and 2014 respectively. I have asked Rob to reach
out to everyone whose dues are not current through
2015, and I request that you bring them up to date prior to the Annual Membership Meeting. I also encourage all those who can afford it to join our Association as
either a Sustaining or Life Member. If you pay Sustaining dues annually over a number of years it becomes a
Lifetime Membership. Your participation at one of
those levels will help to further strengthen our Association.
News from the ship. Arleigh Burke is currently in the
BAE Norfolk Shipyard undergoing the second phase of
her Midlife Modernization, the Combat System upgrade. You may remember that the ship had just completed the first phase of her Midlife Modernization in
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2011 with the HME upgrade. In addition, the sixteenth
Commanding Officer, Commander Thomas E. Meyers,
assumed command this month on 5 June 2015, relieving
Commander Camille G. Flaherty. Additional details follow in the Newsletter.
I do want to thank our Officers as well as the other Association Members who assist the board for their effort and
commitment. I particularly want to thank Ron Struewing
for putting together the Newsletter. All Newsletter delays have been my fault. It remains our objective to do
three issues a year: Winter (January/February), Spring
(May/June) and Fall (September/October).
In closing, and as I have mentioned previously, please do
not hesitate to contact me or any of the USS Arleigh
Burke Association Officers if you have input, new ideas,
are just curious about some aspect of the Association or
would like to volunteer to help. It is exciting to see the
25th Commissioning Celebration and Reunion Weekend
only a year away where we will have the opportunity to
get together again, pay tribute to our great Namesake,
Admiral Arleigh Burke, and have fun with former shipmates! I look forward to seeing each one of you next
year, if not before!!

Best regards, Rick

By Rob Jobrack

The association financial situation is sound. We have a
bank balance of over $4500.
Please remember that the
USS Arleigh Burke Association is recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as a
tax-exempt non-profit organization under section 501(c)(19) if the internal revenue code.
I'd like to recognize our three Lifetime members of the
Association: Rick Easton, Jeff Pitel and Ray Weber
Their generosity towards preserving the memory of
Admiral Burke and honoring the ship that bears his
name stands out.

Association membership categories and dues for 2014 are:
USS ARLEIGH BURKE (DDG 51)
Ship’s Company: Free
Member: $20
Sustaining Member : $125 (10 year sustaining equals
Lifetime)
Lifetime Member: $1000
Checks should be made out to USS Arleigh Burke Association and mailed to:
USS Arleigh Burke Association
32 King Georges Grant
Fredericksburg, VA 22405
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FROM THE SECRETARY

By Mark Fortune

USS Arleigh Burke Association
Members and Friends,
We have designated this year
as the year of finding our former shipmates. This task is
monumental and cannot be
accomplished by one person.
I am asking for your help. If
you can give 1 hour of your
time a couple times a month, I would like to put you
on the membership committee. Please contact me via
email mark.w.fortune@gmail.com if you are interested in helping out. If you have information on former
crewmembers, please have them go to the USS Arleigh
Burke Association website at http://
www.arleighburkeassociation.org/registration.php and
ask them to please register. If you have not registered,
please go to the website and do so today!
If you haven’t paid your dues for 2013 or 2014, the
dues structure is as follows:
Current crew members – Free

Members - $20.00
Sustaining Members - $125.00 (10 years = lifetime member)
Lifetime Members - $1000.00
Current Association Officers are Rick Easton – President,
Rob Jobrack – Treasurer, Mark Fortune – Secretary.
Our annual meeting is fast approaching. If you would like
to be an Association Officer, please submit your name to
me at the email address above.
We have made updates to the USS Arleigh Burke Association website at http://
www.arleighburkeassociation.org/registration.php.
Please go and see the new information. You will find
links to where we are on Facebook and other links of interest under the Links tab. You can also find past newsletters under the Newsletter tab.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me or any of the other
Association Officers if you have questions or comments.
Best regards,

Mark

USS A RLEIGH B URKE C HANGE OF C OMMAND
The ship’s 15th Change of Command occurred on 05 June 2015. During the ceremony, the commanding officer,
CDR Camille Flaherty, was relieved by the XO, CDR Thomas Myers. CDR Meyers assumed command as the ship’s
16th Commanding officer. The ceremony took place at the BAE Norfolk Shipyard while the ship was undergoing
the second phase of her Midlife Modernization.

Guest Speaker CAPT. Robert W. Bodvake (COMDESRON 22)

(CDR Camille Flaherty speaks; PCO CDR Myers seated)
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USS ARLEIGH BURKE O FFCIAL WEBSITE
HTTP :// WWW . ARLEIGHBURKE . NAVY . MIL /

USS ARLEIGH BURKE
ASSOCIATION
USS Arleigh Burke Association
Attn. Rob Jobrack
32 King Georges Grant
Fredricksburg, VA 22405

Newsletter EDITOR
Ron Struewing
rstruewing@cox.net

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

WWW.arleighburkeassociation.org

WE’RE ON FACEBOOK!
https://www.facebook.com/
USSArleighBurkeAssociation

The purpose of the USS Arleigh Burke Association is to represent the professional values of all those who have served
onboard USS ARLEIGH BURKE (DDG 51) or have an ongoing interest in promoting the ship and crew, the Arleigh
Burke Class of Aegis Guided Missile Destroyers, as well as
the United States Navy. Toward that end, this Association
serves as the professional association for all ARLEIGH
BURKE crewmembers and their supporters, past, present
and future.

