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This reunion is a "special tribute to our dear friend and leader 
Admiral ARLEIGH A. BURKE and his wife BOBBIE BURKE 
and to all the men, living or dead, who served in Destroyer 
Squadron 23. 

ADMIRAL ARLEIGH BURKE 
US. NAVY (RETIRED) 

ARLEIGH BURKE's deeds and accomplishments will live 
forever in the pages of this great country's history. And out 
there somewhere in our cities and countryside there are young 
men and women who will study this great American and they 
too will become great leaders and choose as ARLEIGH 
BURKE did "to go down to the sea in ships". 



ADMIRAL ARLEIGH A. BURKE 
Our Leader and Dear Friend 

Admiral Arleigh A. (31-Knot) Burke has been, according to many top naval 
historians, the most respected and prominent naval figure in the entire Free 
World, during this century, if not in history. 

A legend in his own time, Admiral Burke will be remembered not only for his 
countless deeds of immense magnitude during World War II - deeds which not 
only helped America and her allies achieve an earlier than expected victory -
but for his variety of efforts following the terrible conflict. 

His contributions, all well-informed Americans know, during the war set the 
tone for victory in the Pacific; after the war his many innovations, especially 
while serving three terms as Chief of Naval Operations, pretty much influenced 
how naval wars will be fought in our modern era and long into the future, not 
only for America, but for her allies as well. A colleague once said of him: 
"Arleigh A. Burke has been the best thing to happen to the U.S. Navy since 
John Paul Jones". Both were daring, dedicated, possessed courage; the superb· 
leaders of men, the leading naval geniuses of their time. 

Think back to the day, if you can, when your history teacher was explaining 
the exploits of our great patriot Admiral John Paul Jones aboard the Bon 
Homme Richard? Did any of us, even in our wildest dreams, believe that some 
day we would be fighting under America's next chief naval hero, Admiral 
Burke, in another fight for freedom, nearly a century-and-a-half later? 

Isn't it thrilling, exciting, almost unbelievable! 

Yes, it's all of that, and more - a privilege and an honor to have fought 
under the admiral. 

As the historians continue to sift through the maze of wartime records and 
evidence and tie all the details of Admiral Burke's achievements together, the 
man and the legend, especially of DESTROYER SQUADRON 23, can't help 
but grow bigger and bigger. His is the biggest single story of victory in the 
Pacific. And we, the men of DESTROYER SQUADRON 23, were lucky, 
lucky, indeed. We need never go to the history books. We were there, in body, 
and soul. We fired the boilers, loaded the guns, steered these mighty destroyers, 
hit the targets, comrades in arms with the man we come here to honor. He led 
us through victory after victory; the perfect battle at Cape St. George; the 
smashing triumph at Empress Augusta Bay; all the strikes at Buka Pass, 
Rabaul, Bougainville, through the Solomons, the whole scope of the South 
Pacific. And nary a defeat. 

His greatness as a sailor, his heroics in battle and his unselfish service to his 
country and its allies are all well-known facts, documented in a number of 
history books, but only a very small number of his legion of shipmates have 
been lucky enough to really get to know Admiral Burke, personally, the man, 
the warm human being, the friend. 

We, his old shipmates from DESTROYER SQUADRON 23, are indeed 
thankful for this opportunity to get to know him better as a man, as well as a 
great leader and a legend. From "Salute to Arleigh Burke" 1983. 



This ship is built to fight. 
You had better know how. • 

Arleigh Burke 
ADM USN 

USS ARLEIGH BURKE DOG 51 

For the first time in Naval history we are witnesses to the launching of a 
MAN-O-WAR which bears the name of a living person, our dear friend and leader 
Admiral Arleigh A. Burke. 

For the first time in Naval history we are witnesses to the christening of such 
ship by the wife of it's namesake, Roberta "Bobbie" Burke, our dear friend and 
wife of Arleigh Burke for 66 years. 

The USS ARLEIGH BURKE is the leadship of a new class of AEGIS destroyers. 
The mission of the ARLEIGH BURKE class destroyers is to operate offensively 
as a unit of carrier battle groups and surface action groups. Equipped with the 
AEGIS combat system, the destoyers will also support underway replenishment 
groups and the marine amphibious force in multi-threat environments that include 
air, surface and subsurface threats. 

The ARLEIGH BURKE class destoyer measures 505 feet in length and has a 
maximum beam of 66 feet. The ship will have 2 controllable pitch propellers each 
powered by 2 gas turbine engines capable of generating 50,000 horsepower per 
shaft. The BURKE class destroyer will accommodate a crew of 341; 26 officers, 
24 chief petty officers and 291 enlisted men. The weapon system will feature a 
follow-on version of the AEGIS phased-array radar, vertical missile launchers 
with a magazine capacity of 90 rounds divided among Tomahawk, Standard, and 
ASROC missiles, canister-launched Harpoon missiles, two Phalanx 20 mm. 
mounts, and one 5-inch/54 caliber gun. ASW sensors and weapons will consist of 
hull-mounted and towed array sonars, two Mk-32 triple torpedo tubes, and support 
equipment for LAMPS III helicopters. 
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A "Little Beaver" Destroyer at 31 Knots 

BRIEF HISTORY OF DESRON 23 
Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-THREE was first commissioned in December, 

1942 at Orange, Texas. After a brief tour of duty in the Atlantic protecting convoys 
to Casablanca and Gibraltar the Squadron was ordered to join Admiral William 
(Bull) Halsey's Southwest Pacific forces in February, 1943. 

During the period from November, 1943 to February, 1944 the Squadron, under 
the command of Captain Arleigh A. Burke, participated in twenty-two separate 
enemy engagements for which it was awarded the coveted Presidential Unit Ci
tation. It was in November, 1943 that five ships of the Squadron engaged six 
enemy destroyers at the Battle of Cape St. George, sinking four of them and badly 
damaging the other two in what has been described by historians as a "near 
perfect surface action". Other actions during this period included smashing vic
tories at Empress Augusta Bay; all the strikes at Buka Pass, Rabaul, Bougainville, 
and throughout the Soloman Islands. 

The "smash and run" techniques of the Squadron wrote a new chapter in de
stroyer warfare and gave Captain Burke the name "31 Knot Burke". He nicknamed 
the Squadron "The Little Beavers" after a popular cartoon character of the era 
noted for his fidelity, courage and tenaJ:ity. 

"The Little Beavers" continued fighting through the Mariana Islands campaign, 
Guam and others. Arleigh Burke had now been transferred to Fast Carrier Task 
Force 58 as Chief of Staff and Squadron 23 was relieved of duty for a well-earned 
rest and repairs. After returning to duty "The Little Beavers" fought through the 
Philippines Campaign until the Japanese Empire crumbled. After the war's end, 
the Squadron steamed on to Washington, D.C., and was met by its former Com
mander, Commodore Burke, in special ceremonies of recognition. The Squadron 
was deactivated in 1946. 

Ten years later Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-THREE was reactivated by au
thority of the Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral Arleigh Burke. Since then, the 
Squadron has operated as a unit of the U.S. Pacific Fleet in times of both peace 
and conflict. Inheritor of a proud tradition, Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-THREE 
is as ready today as it was at its founding to meet the challenges ahead. 
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USS AULICK D0569 

No Squadron in any navy has won more battle honors in less time than the fighting, 
chasing Twenty-Third. There are no ships which have delivered more devastating blows 
to the enemy than those of this Squadron. Your heroic conduct and magnificent ability 
will make your families and your country proud of you. May God continue to bless you! 

Admiral Arleigh A. Burke 
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USS CONVERSE 0D509 

USS FOOTE 0D511 USS SPENCE 0D512 

,. 

USS THATCHER 0D514 USS DRAINE D0630 

No unit in the entire history of the United States Navy ever achieved such competence 
and such confidence in so short a time and in such magnificent measure as did the Gallant 
Squadron. Their victories in battle were great. Their victories in faith and dedication 
were greater. Well may Arleigh Burke say, with Lord Howard of Effingham, Admiral of 
the English Fleet in /59/: 

God send us to sea in such company together again, when need is! 
From Destroyer Squadron 23 by Ken Jones 



THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 
WASHINGTON 

The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting 
the PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION to 

DESTROYER SQUADRON TWENTY-THREE 

consisting of the U.S.S. CHARLES AUSBURNE, U.S.S. CLAXTON, 
U.S.S. DYSON, U.S.S. SPENCE, U.S.S. CONVERSE and the 
U.S.S. STANLY 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

"For extraordinary heroism in action against enemy Japanese 
forces during the Solomon Islands Campaign, from November I, 
I 943, to February 23, 1944. Boldly penetrating submarine-infested 
waters during a period when Japanese naval and air power was at 
its height, Destroyer Squadron TWENTY-THREE operated in dar
ing defiance of repeated attacks by hostile air groups, closing the 
enemy's strongly fortified shores to carry out sustained bombard
ments against Japanese coastal defenses and render effective cover 
and fire support for the major invasion operations in this area. 
Commanded by forceful leaders and manned by aggressive, 
fearless crews, the ships of Squadron TWENTY-THREE co-or
dinated as a superb fighting team; they countered _the enemy's 
fierce aerial bombing attacks and destroyed or routed his planes; 
they intercepted his surface task forces, sank or damaged his war
ships by torpedo fire and prevented interference with our 
transports. The brilliant and heroic record achieved by Destroyer 
Squadron TWENTY-THREE is a distinctive tribute to the valiant 
fighting spirit of the individual units in this indomitable combat 
group and of each skilled and courageous ship's company". 



"I AM THE UNITED STATES NAVY" 

I am the United States Navy. I was created October 13, 1775 by the 
Continental Congress of the United States. 

Today I am the mightiest Navy in the world, I am hundreds of ships 
of all types, thousands of aircraft and missiles, I am tens of thousands of 
men and women strong. 

I protect the mightiest nation on earth from on the seas ... from beneath 
the seas ... in the skies and in outer space. 

Before my creation the world was aslumber. Now that I exist, the world 
is alive as never before. If I should die, the world would surely slumber 
again, perhaps wither and die at the hands of Communism and Dictator
ships. 

I protect the sea lanes of the world. I help protect our country's allies, 
. I protect small countries around the world who seek democracy. I am no 
,threat to any nation for I seek peace; but for any nation who chooses to 
be an aggressor against free people, I shall stand "in harm's way". 

I serve many areas of the world as well as our own, for they too are 
equally important for world peace. 

In times of war I provide protection for our convoys of cargo and troop 
ships which must reach the battle zone safely. My submarines prowl deep 
i;nto enemy waters and destroy or disrupt enemy shipping, my aircraft 
carriers and planes give air cover for our fleet and make long-range strikes 
on enemy targets. My destroyers, cruisers and battleships fight the mighty 
surface battles. 

I have suffered many scars from battle, but my men and ships have 
always returned and achieved nothing less than total victory over our 
enemy. I have never lost a war. 

Yes, I am mighty. But I am also humane. I am freedom, independence, 
I am the American way of life. 

So long as this nation provides me with fine young intelligent men and 
women and supplies me with modern ships and equipment, our country 
should never have any doubt about the outcome of any conflict. 

For I shall always be a "keeper of peace". 

By: Ed David 
USS CHARLES AUSBURNE DD570 



"OUR SPECIAL THANKS" 
To the following: 

The United States Navy Ceremonial Personnel 
Dr. Pat Ward 
Bath Iron Works 
Honorable Dick Cheney, Secretary of Defense 
George Baldwin, Bath Iron Works 

• Penney Kinsman, Bath Iron Works 

LAUNCH PLATFORM PERSONNEL 
(Tentative - Subject to Change) 

Admiral & Mrs. Arleigh Burke, USN (Retired) 
Ms. Wilma Miles, Escort 
Dr. Pat Ward, Escort 
Honorable Dick Cheney, Secretary of Defense 
Honorable Lawrence Garrett III, Secretary of the Navy 
Admiral Carlisle A. H. Trost, USN, Chief of Naval Operations 
Vice-Admiral John Nyquist, Surface Warfare Command 
Commander John Morgan, Captain USS ARLEIGH BURKE 
William E. Haggett, President and CEO, Bath Iron Works 
Lt. Commander Grover Hines, USN (Retired) 
Ed David, USS CHARLES AUSBURNE DD570, WWII 
Cecil Cobb, USS CHARLES AUSBURNE DD570, WWII 
C. D. "Red" Lail, USS CONVERSE DD509, WWII 

"SPECIAL THANKS" 
To Reunion Organizers 

Ed David, USS CHARLES AUSBURNE DD570, Master of Ceremonies 
Cecil Cobb, USS CHARLES AUSBURNE DD570, Co-Master of Ceremonies 
C. D. "Red" Lail, USS CONVERSE DD509, Co-Master of Ceremonies 

"WE PROUDLY SALUTE" 

The officers and enlisted personnel of our present Destroyer Squadron 23 for 
carrying on the traditions of this great fighting group. 

"OUR SPECIAL APPRECIATION" 

We recognize the officers and enlisted personnel of the USS ARLEIGH BURKE 
and all the special friends of Arleigh Burke who are attending this great event. 

Program by: Ed David, USS CHARLES AUSBURNE DD570 

"Our deepest appreciation to everyone who supported us, financially and other
wise, including many shipmates who were unable to attend our reunion." 



8:00 a.m. -12 noon 

12 noon-2:00 a.m. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1989 

Registration -Ship's hospitality rooms, 
Atrium Inn & Convention Center 

Get reacquainted -Ships' hospitality 
rooms 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1989 

7 :00 a.m. -9:45 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. - 11 :30 a.m. 

ChowDown 

Ships' individual business meetings 
as announced by leaders. 

11:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m. Enjoy your Hospitality Room and 
relive history with old friends or go 
sightseeing. 

7:00 a.m. -9:00 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. SHARP 

9:45 a.m. SHARP 

10:00 a.m. SHARP 

12:30p.m. 

1:00p.m. 

2:06p.m. 

2:30p.m. 

3:00 p.m. -4:30 p.m. 

4:30p.m. 

7:30p.m. 

7:30 p.m. -till? 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 1989 

ChowDown 

All hands fall in on Atrium Inn 
Quarterdeck 

All hands load on buses 

Buses convoy to Shipyard 

"Little Beavers" seated front row at 
launch site. 

Launch ceremony 

USS ARLEIGH BURKE is christened 
by Mrs. Bobbie Burke 

"Little Beavers" bused to Maine 
Maritime Museum 

Reception honoring Mrs. Bobbie Burke, 
Main Maritime Museum. 

"Little Beavers" bused to Atrium Inn 

Admiral & Mrs. Burke piped aboard 
with full honors. 

Banquet honoring Admiral & Mrs. 
Burke and the "Little Beavers". 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1989 

7 :00 a.m. -11 :00 a.m. Church parties depart for area churches 
as desired. 

12 noon - till? Till we meet again -Ships' hospitality 
rooms. 

Schedule subject to change without notice 



DESTROYER SQUADRON 23 

WE SALUTE 
COMMANDER JOHN MORGAN, USN, and the officers and 
enlisted personnel who will man the USS ARLEIGH BURKE. 
May you make this ship as great as the name she bears. 

This ship is built to fight. 
You had better know how. 

Arleigh Burke 
ADM USN 

USS ARLEIGH BURKE DDG 51 


