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MRS. ARLEIGH BURKE 
SPONSOR 

Mrs. Arleigh Burke has been 
known for years as the "First Lady of 
the Navy." 

Born Roberta Gorsuch in Law
rence, Kansas on January 3, 1899, 
Mrs. Burke was raised in the Mid
west and in Washington, D.C. She 
met Admiral Burke on a blind date 
his plebe year at the Naval Acad
emy. Four years later on June 7, 
1923-the day Arleigh Burke 
became EnsignArleigh Burke-Ms. 
Roberta Gorsuch became Mrs. Ar
leigh Burke. The newlyweds man
aged a one-night honeymoon in Bal
timore before heading West to Bre
merton, Washington and Ensign 
Burke's first duty aboard the 
battleship Arizona. It was the joyous 
start of a marriage that has endured 
nearly seven decades. 

It was also the beginning of a 
military life of frequent separations 
and uprootings. But Mrs. Burke
who possesses the rare ability to turn 
chaos into order-quickly developed 
a foolproof system of house hunting 
to satisfy a husband who wanted to 
spend his shore leave with her, while 
still not losing sight of his beloved 
ship. Mrs. Burke says: "I'd get the 
word when Arizona was returning 
from sea and find out where she was 
going to dock. Then I'd start walk
ing ... Usually, I found something. 
Although now and again Arleigh 
just had to put up with being out of 
sight of his big canoe." 

She has always been a Navy 
wife-first and foremost. When her 
husband limited her baggage to one 
household box and a wardrobe trunk, 
she managed. When her husband 
was sent to gunnery school in New 
York City and she was given a house
hold budget of$120 to stretch out for 
six weeks, she managed. 

During the war years, she lived 
on a sun porch in Washington, 
D.C.-once again in sight of the 
water She devoted herself to Red 
Cross work and to helping other Navy 
wives learn to cope with their hus
bands' long wartime absences. For 
the U.S. Navy, as well as for Admi
ral Arleigh Burke, Roberta Burke 
went about her job with an inner 
strength that never seemed to falter. 

Asked once about her secret for 
a long and happy marriage, Mrs. 
Burke said: 

"It's like moving from a house to 
an apartment. You bring all your fa
vorite properties and you enjoy the 
things you like the best. It's that way 
with another person. You appreci
ate the best things about them more 
as the years go by." 

During the years Admiral Burke 
spent as Chief ofN a val Operations, 
Mrs. BurkewasoneofWashington's 
warmest and most elegant hostesses. 
She is also an accomplished musi
cian. Yet, in spite of all this, she 
remains a modest woman. When 
asked what her biography should say, 
she answered: 

"Just tell them I am the wife of 
Arleigh Burke." 

MRS. MILTON MILES 
MATRON OF HONOR 

Ater graduating from Cornell 
University in 1925, Wilma "Billy" 
Miles set out on the first of what 
would soon become a lifetime of jour
neys and adventures. In the begin
ning, her travel companion was her 
husband, EnsignMiltonMiles. Later, 
their entourage grew to include three 
young sons. Whether journeying in 
and out of China during the turbu
lent 1920s and '30s, or across Asia by 
ship, train and ammunition truck 
just before World War II, Billy Miles 
was never one to say no to a new ex
perience. 

During the war years,• Mrs. 
Miles-who had somehow found the 
time to earn a Master's degree in 
Home Economics from Columbia 
University-began a twelve-year 
volunteer stint as Chairman of the 
Washington, D. C. Red Cross Nu tri
tion Service. Here she met Mrs. 
Burke and the two became fast 
friends. It was Mrs. Burke who drew 
the illustrations for the nationally 
circulated Nutrition Service bro
chure. And it was also Mrs. Burke 
who patiently taught the youngest 
Miles son to play the accordian. 

Mrs. Miles' husband-Vice 
Admiral Milton Miles-died in 
1961, shortly after his retirement 
from the Navy. Today, Mrs. Miles 
continues her interests in "good 
friends, good food and good travel." 
She has four grandsons and one great 
granddaughter. 
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MidshipmanArleighBurke, 1920. 

ADMIRALARLEIGH A. BURKE 

he Navy's most famous de
stroyer squadron combat commander 
was born in Boulder, Colorado on 
October 19, 1901. Graduating from 
the Naval Academy in 1923, he 
served on the Arizona (BB-39) and 
the Procyon (AG-11) before return
ing to the Academy for post graduate 
education and then the University of 
Michigan where he received his mas
ter's degree in engineering in 1931. 

Specializing in ordnance, he was 
a signed to the Bureau of Ordnance 
between tours on the heavy cruiser 
Chester (CA-27) and the destroyer 
Craven(DD-382). PromotedtoLieu
tenant Commander in 1939, he com
manded the Mugford (DD-389) be
fore being assigned ordnance inspec
tor at the Washington Navy Yard. 

In January 1943, he was awarded 
command ofDesOiv 43 and hoisted 
his flag in the Waller (00-466), 
which in March of 1943 blew up a 
Japanese destroyer in the central 
Solomons. In May he shifted to 
command of Des Div 44, flagship Con
way (00-507), where he received 
wounds while escorting convoys in 
the Solomons. Captain Burke took 
over Destroyer Squadron 12 in Au
gust 1943 and then OesRon 23 two 
months later, the latter coming to be 
known as the "Little Beavers" after 
their insignia based on the comic 
strip character. In addition, Burke 

commanded one of the squadron's 
two divisions, No. 45, his flag in the 
Charles Ausburne (00-570). In the 
van at 
t h e 
Battle of 
Empress 
Augusta 
Bay,Bou
gainville, 
in No
vember 

tions and the air strikes against Ja
pan's home islands. 

Following WW II, he was chief 
of staff of 
the 8th 
Fleet, the 
Atlantic 
fleet and 
t h e n 
served in 
the office 
of the 
Chief of 
Naval 
Opera
tions. 

1 9 4 3 , 
Burke 
b r i l -
liantly 
distin
guished 
himself 
in lead-

Capt. Arleigh Burke, Commander of Destroyer Squadron 23, 
reading on the starboard bridge wing of his flagship, USS Charles 
Ausburne during operations in the Solomons, 1943-44. 

Pro
moted to 
rearadmi
ral in 

ing sev-
eral torpedo attacks which sank a 
numberof Japanese warships. At the 
end of the month he repeated his per
formance at the Battle of Cape St. 
George, New Ireland. The final score 
of "Little Beavers" sinkings was one 
enemy cruiser, nine 
destroyers, one sub
marine and several 
small vessels, plus 
some 30 planes shot 
down. 

Burke's ability 
to lead his squad
ron in spectacular 
dashes at high speed 
earned him the 
nickname "Thirty
One Knot Burke." 

1950, he 
served in Korea as Commander of 
Cruiser Division 5 and in 1951 as 
United Nat ions delegate to the truce 
talks with North Korea. 

In May 1955, President Eisen
hower nominated the 53-year-old 

In March 1944, 
the Squadron 
joined Task Force 
58. Burke, in the 
rank of commodore, 
became chief of staff 

ADM Arleigh Burke, taking the oath of 
office as Chief of Naval Operations from 
RADM I. H. Nunn, August 17, 1955. 

Burke for the post 
of Chief of Naval 
Operations, bypass
ing 87 active duty 
officers senior to 
him. Confirmed in 
August, he took 
over in the full rank 
of Admiral and held 
the office for an un
p reced en ted six 
years (1955-61). 
Admiral Burke 
acted as a major 
force on the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff in de
veloping the Navy's 
Polaris submarine 
missile program and 

to the force commander ADM M.A. 
Mitscher. As such he participated in 
the landings at Hollandia and Saipan 
and in the battles of the Philippine 
Sea and Leyte Gulf. His role of assist
ing the now Commander First Fast 
Carrier Force Pacific Fleet increased 
during Task Force 5 8 's participation 
in the I wo J ima and Okinawa opera-

in keeping it under Navy control; he 
also utilized the new FORREST AL
class attack carriers in a nuclear de
terrence role. He retired in August 
1961. 

Ensign Arleigh Burke married 
Miss Roberta Gorsuch on June 7, 
1923. They have been married for 66 
years. 
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A ship's crest is an 
insignia designed specifi-
cally for a particular ves
sel. It's a customized em
blem chat is often dis
played on plaques or re
produced on ship souve
nirs like coffee mugs and 
t-shirts. A ship's crew is 
proud of its crest. The 
crest is a daily reminder 
to sailors everywhere 
that they belong to the 
best ship in the best navy 
in the world. 

During World War 
II, crests decorated the 
bridges and smokestacks 
of hundreds of Ameri
can naval vessels. 
Strictly speaking, none 
of chis artwork was le
gal-at least according 
to wartime military regu
lations-but chat didn't 
bother the men of the 
U.S. Navy. Most insig
nias were designed by 
and for crew members. 

Insignias have also 
been used to represent a group of 
ships. During the 1940s, some ves
sels carried squadron insignias. For 
the sailors of Arleigh Burke's De
stroyer Squadron 23, it all started 
when one crew member scribbled a 
drawing of the comic strip charac
ter "Little Beaver" on a torpedo 
tube. Lacer, when the Little Bea
ver was adopted as the "official" 
squadron insignia, all squadron 
members became known as Little 
Beavers. 

In the mid-1950s, the U.S. 
Navy bowed to the inevitable and 
recognized crests and insignias
but only for unofficial use. Today, 

THE CREST 

the designing of crests has become 
a formalized art, with each ele
ment of the crest having a specific 
symbolic meaning. Now, most new 
ship crests are drawn up by the In
stitute of Heraldry. 

SHIELD: Dark blue and gold 
are the colors traditionally associ
ated with the US Navy. Blue rep
resents the sea, and Gold is for ex
cellence. The ribbon which bears 
the words, "FAST AND FEARED" 
signifies Admiral Burke's outstand
ing achievements and battle hon
ors during WW II. The 23 gold 

disks symbolize Admi
ral Burke's Destroyer 
Squadron 23-the only 
U.S. destroyer squadron 
to win the Presidential 
Unit Citation. This 
award is also represented 
by the small ship's flag 
in the left corner of the 
shield. The gauntlet 
grasping the mace rep
resents the offensive and 
defensive capabilities of 
DOG 51. The mace
whichstands for author
ity-symbolizes Admi
ral Burke's leadership a· 
Chief of Naval Opera
tions. 

CREST: Saint George 
depicts Admiral Burke'· 
World War II victory 
over the Japanese at the 
Battle of Cape St. 
George. Saint George, 
in full battle dress, im
plies the might and pre-
paredness of the new de

stroyer. His cape, which bears the 
cross of Saint George, incorporates 
a thin gold cross in its design. This 
signifies the Navy Cross awarded 
to Admiral Burke. The red sea 
dragon stands for the formidable 
Japanese naval power Admiral 
Burke confronted in the Pacific. 
The two gold stars on the dragon's 
collar represent Admiral Burke's 
awards. The birch branch on the 
helmet refers to the family name of 
Admiral Burke's Scandinavian 
ancestors-Bjorkegren. It symbol
izes the power of the continuing 
heritage of the ARLEIGH BURKE 
(DOG 51). 
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L A U N C H P R O G R A M 

ARLEIGH BURKE-(DDG 51) 

PRESENTATION OF COLORS 

NATIONAL ANTHEM 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 
OF HONORED GUESTS 

REMARKS 

PRINCIPAL SPEAKER 

INVOCATION 

CHRISTENING 

September 16, 1989 

Color Guard Courtesy of U, S, Marine Corps 
Security Force Company 
Brunswick, Maine 

Lt. Barbara Paul, USN 
Northeast Navy Band 

William E, Haggett 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
Bath Iron Works Corporation 

Honorable Joseph E, Brennan 
U.S. Congressman, Maine 

Honorable John R. McKernan, Jr. 
Governor, State of Maine 

Honorable William S. Cohen 
U.S. Senator, Maine 

Admiral Carlisle A. H. Trost 
Chief of Naval Operations 

H. Lawrence Garrett, III 
Secretary of the Navy 

Admiral Arleigh A. Burke 

Mrs. Arleigh Burke 

Rear Admiral Alvin B. Koeneman, CHC. 
Chief of Chaplains 

Mrs. Arleigh Burke 
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SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 
H. LAWRENCE GARRETT, III 

PRINCIPAL SPEAKER 

On April 13, 1989, Presi, 
dent Bush nominated H. Law, 
rence Garrett, III, to be the Sec, 
retary of the Navy. Mr. Garrett 
was confirmed by the Senate on 
May 12, 1989 and took the oath 
ofofficeonMay 15, 1989, becom, 
ingthe68thSecretaryoftheNavy. 

Mr. Garrett was bornJune 24, 
1939 in Washington, D.C., and 
was raised in Miami, Florida. He 
enlisted in the United States Navy 
in October 1961 and qualified in 
submarines as a machinist mate. 
Mr. Garrett was commissioned in 
April 1964 upon completion of 
flight training, serving as a Na val 
Flight Officer aboard maritime 

patrol aircraft. Subsequently, he 
completed operational tours in 
VP, 50 including deployments to 
Vietnam. 

In 1972, he transferred to the 
Judge Advocate General's Corps, 
where he rose to the rank of Com, 
mander. He served from 1974 to 

1978 as Force Judge Advocate/ 
Legal Advisor to the Commander, 
Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific 
Fleet, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. In 
January 1979, while serving in 
the Office of Civil Law in the 
Washington, D.C. Office of the 
JAG, he was detailed to assist in 
developing the Federal regulations 
pertaining to the Ethics in Gov, 

ernment Act of 1978. In Febru, 
ary 1981, he was detailed to the 
White House as Assistant Coun, 
sel in the Office of Counsel to the 
President. He retired from the 
Navy in 1981. 

Subsequently, Mr. Garrett was 
Executive Assistant to the Presi, 
dent and Chief Operating Officer 
of the U.S. Synthetic Fuels Cor, 
poration. In 1983, he returned to 

the White House as Associate 
Counsel to the President of the 
United States. Mr. Garrett served 
as General Counsel of the De, 
partment of Defense from Febru, 
ary 1986 to August 198 7. Prior to 
his appointment as Secretary, Mr. 
Garrett served as Under Secre, 
tary of the Navy from August 6, 
1987. 

Mr. Garrett earned a B.S. de, 
gree in Business Management 
from the University of West Flor, 
ida in Pensacola, and received his 
J .D. degree from the University of 
San Diego School of Law, gradu, 
ating cum laude. A member of 
the California and District of Co, 
lumbia Bars, he is licensed to 
practice before the United States 
Supreme Court, the Supreme 
Court of California, the District 
of Columbia Court of Appeals, 
U.S. Court of Military Appeals, 
and the U.S. District Court for 
the Southern District of Califor, 
nia. 

Mr. Garrett is married to the 
former Marilyn K. Bender of San 
Diego. They reside in Oakton, 
Virginia. They have two chil, 
dren, H. Lawrence Garrett, IV 
and Mrs.Juliana Relihan. 

r-
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THE MISSION OF THE AEGIS DESTROYER 

The mission of theARLEIGH BURKE class (DDG 

51) is to operate offensively as units of carrier battle 

groups and surf ace action groups and in support of 

underway replenishment groups and the marine 

amphibious force in multi..-threat environments that 

include air, surface, and sub..-surface threats. 
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A MESSAGE FROM ADMIRAL ARLEIGH A. BURKE USN (RET) 

"DOING BUSINESS IN GREAT WATERS" 

""lVT 
We are here today to rec-

ognize and to celebrate the second 
of three major milestones in the 
birth of a new ship - midway be
tween the laying of its keel, and 
the point where it achieves full 
status as a United States Man-0-
War - its commissioning into the 
United States Navy. We are here 
to launch Hull number DOG 51 -
a metal embryo growing, develop
ing into a new warship. It's not a 
Man-0-War yet, but it's well on 
its way. 

It's an important day - one par
ticularly heavy with traditions and 
ceremonies reaching far back into 
the dim recesses of recorded his
tory. Launching a new ship is the 
one time - more than any other -
when we stop to recognize and 
appreciate the enormous debt all 
sailors owe to their predecessors -
men and women over the millen
nia like those recorded in Psalms 
107: 

... 'That go down to the sea in ships; 
That do business in great waters; 
These see the works of the Lord, 
and His wonders in 
the deep.' 

DOG 51 is well on its way to 
becoming the most technologically 
advanced ship of its type in any 
navy. It represents the best think
ing, the best engineering, and the 
best workmanship in the world. It 
is a ship which will take the U.S. 
surface Navy into the 21st Cen
tury. 

Yet, as we marvel at its tech
nology, at how much it has ad
vanced the state of the art in ship
building, we should also remember 
the common bond this new ship 
and its future crew has with all 
others preceding it. So, we also 
pause today to recognize the great 
debt all sailors owe to those whose 
profession it was to 'Do Business 
in Great Waters.' 

Special ceremonies at the 
launching of a new ship are 
among our oldest traditions. For 
thousand of years our nautical 
ancestors have done so. For us, as 
it was for them, the sea is vast, 
powerful, and unpredictable -
demanding the utmost of the men 
and of the ships who ventured far 
from shore and safety. Instinc
tively, they sought divine protec
tion for their craft from the tem
pests and dangers posed by the sea. 
While we are still concerned 
about dangers to our ships from 
that quarter, our greatest concern 
lies with the potential dangers 
posed by other Men-0-War - both 
above and beneath the surface. 
Against these greater dangers, we 
also ask for divine providence. 

There is an old expression that 
goes: "The more things change, 
the more they remain the same." 
I am reminded of that expression 
today as we prepare to celebrate 
the transition from land to sea of 
the most modern ship yet pro
duced by man - the latest of tens 
upon thousands of ships man has 

launched since he graduated from 
dugout canoes to galleys. 

Three thousand years before 
Christ, a Babylonian sailor re
corded when he was completing 
his ship that: 

'Openings to the water I stopped; 
I searched for cracks and the 
wanting parts I fixed; 
To the gods I caused oxen to be 
sacrificed.' 

Mdern sailors - and ship
builders - know the truth and the 
enduring importance of his words. 
Five thousand years and many 
orders of technological magnitude 
later, we are proceeding with the 
same basic process today. It is no 
less important today that we stop 
the openings to the water, search 
for the cracks, and fix the wanting 
parts. 

In addition to celebrating the 
transition of Hull DOG 51 from 
land to water - its natural environ
ment - we celebrate today another 
significant milestone in its progress 
towards joining the fleet. At this 
stage what had been just a hull, in
creasing! y crammed with equip
ment and systems, received a far 
more important addition - its 
heart. A cold, mechanical, disor
ganized, and awkward collection of 
metals and plastic, begins to throb 
and pulse with the life and aspira
tions of its future crew. As its crew 
is assembled from across the coun
try and throughout the Navy, Hull 
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DOG 51 is truly recognizable as a 
future United States Navy Man-0-
War. Many of its crew are inexpe
rienced, some are raw recruits join
ing their first ship. Eager and 
wanting to accomplish great 
things, but inexperienced. Their 
petty officers are experienced, but 
come from different ships and from 
different backgrounds in the Navy. 
It will take time for them to get 
together, to work together, and to 
create the best Man-0-Warthey 
can, one that will operate to the 
maximum of its capabilities, then 
you really have The Crew. 

For mostMen-0-War, the 
period from now until some 
months after commissioning is the 
most important period in the life 
of the ship - until it goes into 
battle. This is the time when her 
first crew begins making that ship's 
name - the reputation she earns 
throughout the fleet. Achieving 
that good reputation as a 'can do' 
ship in fighting trim is a responsi
bility falling most heavily on the 
Commanding Officer. He leads, 
he shows the way, and, his officers 
help him. The most important 
contributors to the future reputa
tion and accomplishments of any 
new ship however, are its petty 
officers. 

The most important man, next 
to the captain, on any ship in my 
opinion, is the ship's Master Chief 
Petty Officer - the "chief of the 
boat". He can and should inspire 
its petty officers and crew, direct 
them in ways that officers cannot, 
and he knows where its weaknesses 
are before anyone else. If he is 
very good, and fortunately, we 
have many Master Chief Petty Of
ficers like this, he has these weak
nesses corrected before others find 
them, and before they reduce the 
ship's fighting fitness. Chief Petty 
Officers, and in particular, Com
mand Master Chief Petty Officers 

are the backbone of any crew ... and 
the Navy. 

Very few officers have ever 
commissioned a new ship. When I 
look back on it, I was a member of 
the commissioning crew of two 
ships. And, that was over a forty 
year span of service. That's not 
very many, yet, the influence that 
members of the pre-commissioning 
crew had on those ships was 
greater than on any others in 
which we served. Later, when I 
joined a ship already commis
sioned, already operating, its form 
was fixed, so to speak. Its ideals 
were fixed, you could improve 
them, sharpen them, but basically 
her goals, her spirit, were already 
in place and would remain so for 
years to come. I have seen ships 
that reflected their commissioning 
crew ten years after they were 
commissioned. Long after all 
members of that original crew had 
been detached. The legacy, good 
or bad, of a warship's plank owners 
and commissioning crew lives on 
for many years after it has felt the 
bottle of champagne on its bow. I 
don't think that any officer or 
petty officer realizes how impor
tant this period is until after he has 
gone through the drill. Then he 
realizes just how very important 
this period is to the ship, to its 
crew ... and to him. 

The pre-commissioning crew 
and the time they spend together 
completing the ship, putting in 
place the training, the traditions 
that become that ship's heritage, 
last long after they themselves 
have served on that ship and 
departed. In fact, they will deter
mine the performance of that ship 
to a large degree, for the remainder 
of its career in the Navy. 

Also, this crew remains friends 
for years and years afterwards. I 
still get letters at times from 

members of the crew of the old 
USS Mugford. Long since 
retired ... reminding me of things I 
had forgotten ... and sometimes, of 
things which never happened. 

Shortly before the ceremony 
marking the keel construction, 
Admiral Joe Metcalf asked me 
what advice I would give to the 
men who will eventually man 
DOG 51. I thought it over, and 
offered this bit of advice based on 
some personal experience ... 'THIS 
SHIP IS BUILT TO FIGHT -
YOU HAD BETTER KNOW 
HOW.' 

At that ceremony, we all rec
ognized the challenge to the de
signers, engineers, and craftsmen 
who would build her to build the 
very best - to make her the most 
effective ship of her type in the 
world - to live up to their responsi
bility to our country, our navy, and 
to you, the crew of DOG 51, to 
build the very best surface ship 
possible - a destroyer built to 
fight ... and to win. Today we see 
they are meeting that 
challenge ... fulfilling that res pons i
b ili ty. 

Awe look to the future -
to the commissioning of USS 
ARLEIGH BURKE - we know a 
staggering amount of work lies 
ahead, not solely by the engineers 
and craftsmen at Bath Iron Works, 
but also by the pre-commissioning 
crew. There is much yet to be 
done. You must work together 
smoothly as a ship's crew and 
shipyard team, as such teams have 
for ages - stopping openings to the 
water, searching for cracks, and 
fixing wanting parts. Build her fit, 
and learn to fight her. For when 
next we meet to place her in com
mission, let no one doubt that this 
new destroyer is indeed ready to go 
down to the sea, ready to do busi
ness in great waters." 
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BIW: LEAD SHIPBUILDER FOR 
NAVY DESTROYERS THROUGH THE YEARS 

Fast, hard,hitting and 

deadly: today's destroyer is the 

workhorse of the U.S. fleet. It's 

got a tough job. It must guard 

against enemy threats from air, 

sea, and undersea. Its mission: 

to protect America's freedom. 

Admiral Carlisle Trost, 

Chief of Naval Operations, has 

called the new ARLEIGH 

BURKE class destroyer, "the 

most powerful. . destroyer ever 

to go to sea." By skillfully inte, 

grating the advanced capabilities 

of the AEGIS Combat System 

and Vertical Launching System 

with the Tomahawk cruise mis, 

sile, BURKE class ships will 

carry awesome fire power to sea. 

It is a totally integrated, 

tough and survivable fighting 

ship. Its AEGIS combat system 

incorporates phased array radar 

with superior range, detection re, 

action time, and fire power. 

Centered around the SPY 1 D 

radar-the most sophisticated 

radar in the world-the BURKE 

can automatically scan, detect 

and track targets over 200 miles 

away. A milestone in fleet mod, 

ernization, this state of the art 

radar will search out enemy 

movements beyond the horizon 

and instantaneously feed back 

vital information to its waiting 

crew. 

In the event of enemy at, 

tack, the BURKE's all,steel hull 

will provide superior protection. 

I ts pioneering design incorporates 

a number of advanced develop, 

ments, many of which resulted 

from some hard lessons learned 

in the Persian Gulf. It was 

there that USS Stark was hit by 

an Exocet missile and USS 

Samuel B. Roberts hit an under, 

water mine. The Roberts

which has been under repair at 

Bath Iron Works' Portland 

drydock-will return to the fleet 

this fall. 

Since WW II, BIW has 

constructed nine prototype 

surf ace combatants for the 

Navy. The yard has now deliv, 

ered more than 150 destroyers in 

its century,old role as America's 

premier shipbuilder. 

Over the years, there have 

been many heartfelt thank,you 

notes from men and women who 

have sailed in Bath built ships . 

But most valued of all, perhaps, 

are the words of Admiral A rleigh 

Burke: 

"If the little things are 

taken care of, the big things 

don't happen. In battle you 

learn that what is built into a 

ship is what makes her stay 

afloat. That's when a sailor 

starts to appreciate the builder. 

Bath Iron Works has always 

paid attention to these little 

things that make the difference. 

That is why BIW is probably the 

best shipbuilder the world has 

ever known." 
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